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Dear Friends in Christ,

“l STAND AT THE DOOR
AND KNOCK. ...” Rev. 3:20

Do you hear Him knocking?
If so, answer the door! You
are being invited on the jour-
ney of a lifetime. Say, “Yes,
Lord! Wherever you lead I
WILL follow!”

And He will pour out a thou-
sand lifetimes of opportunity
and peace—and purpose—
you never dreamed of before.
One author I read recently
called it “the journey of disci-
pleship.” A better way of liv-
ing than we have found on our
own.

We are no longer “in step”
with the world when we deter-
mine to follow—truly fol-
low—where He leads. “No
turning back; no turning
back.”

We are giving up nothing
when we place Him where He
belongs—exalted above us
and all our worldly desires.

Let our flesh complain, the
child in us whine to return to

some non-existent easy-way-to
Heaven.

We are instead opening the
door to a wondrous, worship-
ful, joy-filled life in the Spirit.
A place we never knew existed
until we submitted ourselves
to an eternal, face-to-face rela-
tionship with Almighty God.

Our submission to Him—
which is our right and proper
station in life—does not put us
on some “auto pilot” way to
Heaven. But it sets us on a
course which will never fail us.

This “course” is only for the
hungry, but it satisfies as no
other craving on earth can.

On the other side of the Cross
to which we submit ourselves
is a well spring of glory and a
place of peace that nothing on
earth can take from us. Dying
with Christ opens the door to
the joy of resurrection. . ..

“Not that I have already ob-
tained this or am already per-
fect; but I press on to make it
my own, because Christ Jesus
has made me his own.” Philip-
pians 3:12
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“YOU
CAN NEVER LEARN
THAT
CHRIST IS
ALL YOU NEED
UNTIL
CHRIST IS ALL
YOU HAVE.”

Corrie ten Boom
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A prominent Texas pastor recently observed that busyness today left “no time in life to
stop and contemplate anything spiritual.” 1 didn’t see the whole article so I don’t know if
that was an explanation or an excuse. Either way, I think we might have trouble explain-
ing it to the Lord. (“No time in life. .. .?” Weren’t some folks just complaining about be-
ing stuck at home during Covid-19 with nothing to do?) Convicts have an advantage:
they don’t need Covid to get their attention. Concrete walls and steel doors do that. And
some are listening—and eagerly reading—what you help us send them:

“I received ‘I’m Gonna Bury You.’ I read it and thoroughly enjoyed it. Thank you. I was
told I could request more books and to specifically request ‘Prison to Praise.’ But I am very
eager to read any books you can send. Thank you for what you do!”

“I want to turn my life over to God. Is there any materials you would be able to send me to

help me out? If so, then please do. Thank you for your time. . ..”

Sometimes what they’re reading includes a personal letter from us—

“Dorothy, Thank you so much for your re-
sponse. I am fighting a fed case and will be
here for probably a year or 2. I just got done
reading ‘I’m Gonna Bury You.’ It was a
blessing for me to read about Gene’s story. 1
was a meth user. But I just want to get back
to my kids and never use again. But it’s a
blessing I’'m here in a way because I’'m
clean [of meth] now and even less depressed,
even considering the situation I was in before
I came. Thank you so much. . ..”

Praise the Lord, our bookmarks and calen-
dars are getting around:

“ .. I went to our Chapel Library today and
got your address off of one of your book-
marks. And I am requesting the following
items if they are available: a Study Bible, a
Daily Devotional and a book. God bless you
for all that you do.”

Word of mouth is still the best “news carri-
er” in prison —

“I am a 50+ year old inmate incarcerated in
Arkansas. I have a friend here who received

one of your bible dictionaries, and he gave
me your address so I could write and ask
for one for myself. I am enrolled in a Faith
Based Program and am in constant need of’
a Bible dictionary. I can assure you it will
be put to great use if you send me one. Al-
so, any books you can send will be greatly
appreciated. . . . Thank you for getting
God’s Word to inmates. It is a wonderful
blessing you provide. Romans 8:28.”

Gene once commented—after a man in
his cell block committed suicide—that
some people find out too late that they
just can’t “do” time—

“I’m an inmate in a Federal prison. Today
marks 159 days of my incarceration. . . .
And every night I pray and beg for my life
not to be thrown away. I’'m in intense pain,
physically and emotionally. Every waking
moment feels like being slowly torn apart.
My only form of relief is to seek spiritual
guidance. Please if you can send any and
all literature to my address. I’'m so desper-
ate. . . . Thank you for taking the time to
read this. I appreciate it!”




Page 3

“As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me.
Night is coming, when no one can work. While I am in the world,

I am the light of the world.” John 9:4,5

This inmate keeps us posted on his ef-
forts to “fight” his court cases, while at
the same time he stays even busier read-
ing and studying and sharing what we
provide:

“Thank you so much for sending me I’'m
Gonna Bury You! It has given me hope. . .
Also thank you for sending it so fast. 1
need some more Christian literature if you
have more. A pocket testament with Prov-
erbs and Psalms and any Daily Devotional
or tracts or testimonials if they are availa-
ble. A Study Bible would be great for my
Bible studies I’'m enrolled in. Any Chris-
tian literature whatsoever I will pass on to
other inmates in my prayer circle I lead.
Your help is much appreciated and uplift-
ing to those who don’t have the means but
only the desire to draw nearer to our Lord
Jesus. Thank you for all you do. Please
keep me in your prayers. . ..”

For unclear reasons, the prison system is
changing its mail system. Some letters
and books must be sent to a different ad-
dress—even a different state—from
where the convict is in prison. In other
cases, regular letters can go directly to
the prisoner, but books must go to a dif-
ferent address and then be forwarded
from there on to the inmate. We’re try-
ing to keep it all straight:

“IU’m writing to see if you can help me
with some Bible Studies and any other
materials to read. I’m learning about God.
I have a Bible. . . . I lost my Mom going
on 8 years and my Dad about 5 years ago.
My brothers and sisters don’t write. . . .
And told me don’t call. . . . That is okay

because I got God in my life and He keeps me
walking the line and tries to keep me out of
trouble. Hope to hear back from you. Here is
the address. . ..”

It’s always our hope that each inmate will
pass on the books we send—and so far as we
can tell, most do:

“Thank you for the book I’'m Gonna Bury
You. I donated it to the prison library after 1
read it. The other one is still going around the
Zone. We were wondering if you have any
other books or book markers. We are avid
readers and appreciate all and any help. 1
helped start a prayer group Bible study after
breakfast every morning, and it is doing well. 1
have a Know your Bible by Paul Kent. Do you
have anything like it. I read from it and we al-
so use the Daily Bread Devotional. As always,
pray for us prisoners. . ..”

It’s a blessing to see how eager prisoners are
for our materials. Books and bibles readily
available in stores across America must come
from us to the men and women behind bars:

“I was wondering because I seen on a book-
mark that you send inmates free bibles and
Christian books. If it’s possible can you send
me one of the books you give. Your recommen-
dation. Whatever you send I will read. Thank
you for your time. God bless!”

Even a full sheet of paper can be hard to find
in a jail or prison. This inmate had neatly
torn a piece of paper in half to write to us:

“I’m indigent of any funds. So can you send
me one of your Bibles please from The Voice
of Triumph. Thank you. Glory to God!”
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At His second coming, Christ Jesus returns with power: “Behold, the
Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his re-
ward is with him, and his recompense before him.” Isaiah 40:10

@ CHAPLAIN’S
CORNER

J

This state prison—located on some 70
acres—holds over 1500 male inmates in
low to high security levels. One of their
religious activities coordinators respond-
ed to our donations with the following
email:

“Hello Dorothy, We received your ship-
ment today! Thank you so much! Perfect

and very much appreciated.” ©

The woman who called last month and
whom we mentioned in our newsletter
(she works at the town jail and pastors a
small church) called to “report”:

“Your books arrived Saturday. We went
into the jail Sunday, so they arrived just
in time. God bless you and your minis-
try!”

Two different states. Two different insti-
tutions. But both are prisons for women.
Together they house some 1700 prison-
ers.

Compare that with 1975—47 years
ago—about the time Gene got out of
prison, when there were only roughly
8,600 women in ALL the state and feder-
al prisons in America combined.

A. Gene personally ministered in
the first prison mentioned above during
his time here on earth. This week they

will be receiving copies of his autobi-
ography, together with bibles and oth-
er books.

.'.

B. The second prison is a newer one,
built after Gene took his rest in a far better
place. But at their request we were happy to be
able to also send them books, bibles and New
Testaments.

Try talking (simultaneously) to an equally
zealous husband/wife prison team on a tele-
phone call! Actually, he’s chaplain in a jail
with 700 beds, but his similarly enthusiastic
wife commented during our three-way con-
versation, “WE’RE full stride!!” And indeed
they are. They love to tell the story of how,
early in their ministry, they hosted a young
newly-released prisoner and his wife in their
home on his first night out of jail. He soon
started his own business; and with hard
work he eventually became a millionaire.
Today he’s retired! (Must be nice—#ha!)

I remember when the average jail housed
100 or so prisoners. But this next jail, to
which we sent books and bibles last week—
thanks to you—houses an average of 1,500 a
day!! The chaplain (a woman) was more than
glad to accept our offer of any and every-
thing we could send. With a turnover such
as they have, the need is never-ending.










