
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

BUILDING BLOCKS . . . 
Particles that are smaller than 
atoms are called subatomic, of 
which there are three: pro-
tons, neutrons and electrons. 
Smaller still are quarks and 
gluons. Scientists currently 
believe the latter two are indi-
visible; they cannot be broken 
down into still smaller compo-
nents. Yet nothing is beyond 
God. And nothing He has done 
or ever will do is either 
“small” or insignificant.  

Behind all things that exist is 
the divine Hand. And the One 
by whom all things came to 
have their being has a pur-
pose for each one. But the in-
tricacies of atoms and quarks 
are beyond my limited intel-
lect. 

For people such as I, JESUS 
came and spoke in far simpler 
terms. He spoke of clouds and 
rain and waves of the sea. Of 
bread and wine and sparrows 
and salt and wedding feasts. 
Of thorns and thistles. And in 
parables of the Prodigal Son, 
and the Seeds and Sowers—
parables from which we still 

gain wisdom and understand-
ing today. But 2,000 long 
years have passed since then. 

AND TIME WANES. The op-
portunity for ministry—for 
hearing the true word of the 
Lord—diminishes as the time 
of Jesus’ return approaches 
(Amos 8:12). And what re-
mains will be reduced to of 
little more value than the 
husk of the corn or the shell of 
the peanut. (Noah must have 
felt that way as his preaching 
fell on deaf ears during the 
years the ark was being built.)  

Jesus asserted God will al-
ways hear the cries of His 
elect, yet questioned, “Will the 
Son of man find faith on earth 
when He returns?”  Luke 18:8 

Could it be it depends on 
what we do in this hour? 

And so we preach and prepare 
and wait and watch, knowing 
the last pages of a great Book 
are being filled up, a Book 
that will be opened and read 
on the Last Day before a 
Heavenly Court of angels and 
saints, and before a Judge 
who is God of all. 
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Holy, holy, holy is the 
Lord of Hosts; the 
whole earth is full of 
his glory!” Isaiah 6:3 

For the earth will be 
filled with the know-
ledge of  the glory of 
the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea.” Hab. 
2:14 

“Surely, I am coming 
soon.” Amen. Come, 
Lord Jesus!” Rev. 
22:20 



 It has been said, “The eyes of the Lord roam to and fro across the whole earth to show His 
might on behalf of those whose hearts are blameless toward Him.”  And, as Jesus testified, 
He also takes great delight in showing His power and showering His love on “the least of 
(wo)men.” For the last few weeks, His eyes and His love have been focused on “Sin City 
USA” - Las Vegas.  Here’s the most recent of a number of letters we’ve received from 
that area: 

“Hello—I pray this letter finds you blessed. First let me say thank you for taking the time to 
read this letter and also for your ministry. I received a flyer for the I’m Gonna Bury You 
book and bibles. I would like to request that book and other books as well, and a Study Bible 
if available.  My cellmate and I are walking with the Lord spreading the Good News so we 
thank you for sending each of us copies. I also work in the Chaplain’s office. If there is bulk 
available of books or bibles, we can always use them to spread His Word. We will be lifting 
up your ministry in prayer. In His love and light . . . .” 

In many if not most prisons and jails, the prisoners “own” nothing that is really theirs, 
unless you take into consideration personal items such as a toothbrush or a book, or per-
haps a photograph someone on the “outside” has sent you, which explains this inmate’s 
use of the word —- 

“I own one of yall’s Triumph bookmarks, and 
the verse on it Psalm 118:5,6,21 helps me a lot. 
My mom died May 5th and I’ve been really 
stressing. I came to prison at 17 years old and 
ow I’m 35 years old and have 3 years left in 
prison. I lost my mom, dad and only child 
since I’ve been incarcerated. I see your book-
mark says, “Are you a prisoner? Write to us 
for free Bibles and books.” May you please 
send me a Bible dictionary and a King James 
Bible. . . .Thanks so much. I have nobody but 
God and yall. Thanks again.” 

In one of the places where Gene was in pris-
on, a convict who just simply couldn’t deal 
with prison ended his life by ripping some 
wire out of the support system in his bed and 
forcing it down his throat. Prisons often have 
no choice but to deal with such “possibilities” 
- hence many of their burdensome rules. And 
inmates who would never consider harming 
themselves must nonetheless follow them: 

“Hi, I am incarcerated in the Florida prison 
system and would very much appreciate books, 
a Bible and a plain notebook without staples or 
wire. Thank you sincerely, Sandra.” 

And this letter, from another woman in 
prison, comes from our West Coast: 

“My name is Alicia and I am incarcer-
ated. I was given a bookmark which 
gave your address for a Bible and 
Books. I’d greatly appreciate them. 
Thanking you in advance . . . .” 

NOTE: The idea for our bookmarks 
came from one of you. The “good” they 
have done is incalculable. Thank you! 

This next note was an unfortunate and 
unexpected “first.” He writes from the 
Hospice section of a large prison: 

“I am currently serving a 25 year sen-
tence in the Texas Dept. of Criminal 
Justice. I have been diagnosed with a 
terminal heart condition, and I am now 
in Hospice Care due to my medical. My 
reason for writing to you is to ask your 
ministry for a Bible. I got your info in a 
book. I really want and really need a Bi-
ble. Large print. As soon as possible 
please. God, our Lord, richly bless you.” 



 

I read a great truth somewhere a decade 
or so ago: “The only free people in this 
world are those who are slaves to God.”  
You can read and see the truth of those 
words in this next letter from an inmate 
who has done over 20 years in prison. 
The “tract” he speaks of is one Gene and 
I wrote many years ago: 
 
“’What a mighty God we serve; angels bow 
before Him, Heaven and Earth adore 
Him.’ I pray that this finds you enjoying 
His many blessings. I ran across your tract 
and read it. I am so grateful that Jesus 
came to die for me and that He hears my 
prayers and loves me. . . . Since my time in 
prison I have come to know more about 
Jesus Christ and ABBA Heavenly Father. 
My time in here has helped me to appreci-
ate what God the Father has done for me. 
I am writing to request an ESV Bible. . . .”  
 
Of all the things God wants us to have, a 
Bible has to be foremost. With it we can 
conquer all the “fiery darts” of the Ene-
my. You’ve made it possible to answer 
every request for one we’ve ever received. 
 
“I was given this address to ask for a Bi-
ble. The prison here does not supply us 
with a free Bible. So here I am asking, 
hoping to receive one from you. . . .” 
 
The great grammar of some of the men 
and women who write to us put me to 
shame. But it’s their love of the Lord that 
challenges and blesses me most: 
 
“Please send more books! And a Bible 
please! Thank you so much for your  
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Is “Song of Solomon” about the Lord’s love for us, that is, the Bride of Christ? Or is it perhaps 
an adaptation of that love to honor the love of a man and a woman for each other? Belief’s 
vary. But this one thing stands out as being most Christ-like. And that is 8:6, which says,  “Set 
me as a seal upon your heart. . . ;  for love is strong as death.”  And He proved that on a cross. 

ministry to prisoners like me. I was very 
blessed by the book Power in Praise by Mer-
lin R. Carothers. It just so happened that the 
arrival of the book was the hand of the Lord, 
because it directly applied to my present trial. 
God is good! I am a well-studied believer and 
love writers like Charles Spurgeon, Jonathan 
Edwards, John Calvin, etc. Thank you so 
much for your willingness to bless us prison-
ers with the Word of God! David” 
 
We keep several books and Bibles available 
in Spanish. The following is the English 
translation of a letter written in Spanish we 
received recently: 
 
“Look, first, God bless and protect you. My 
letter is to ask you for a favor. I would like a 
couple of books in Spanish because I don’t 
read English. I don’t have a family here, so I 
am writing to see if you can help me with 
that favor. I would be very grateful. All that, 
and I pray God the Father protects you and 
your family. Please pray for me.” 
 
And we have prayed for him, along with all 
of those who have written this month. 
 
John, who wrote the next letter, is a steady 
“patron of the library” you help us provide 
the inmates. His letters are brief; but with-
out telling us, he recently convinced his 
chaplain to write us for books and bibles. 
So the entire prison has now benefited: 
 
“Dear ministries. Loved the last book that 
was sent on the Apocalypse. I read the au-
thors’ other book, too. But I’m writing to see 
if I can get another book. Very grateful for 
the books that’s for sure. Thank you. . . .” 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
This chaplain was out on the playing field 
when I called recently—the ball field that 
is—which is where he was when we spoke 
a few months ago. He umpires the in-
mates’ ballgames. And I could once again 
hear the shouts in the background.  Com-
radery on the field doubtless pulls some of 
them into the chapel. As to my query 
about more books, he “shouted” — 
 
“Send them all. Appreciate you! And yes, 
we still take hardbacks. . . .” 
 
Prisons (like this one) are more frequently 
requiring we provide them in advance 
with a Donation Form setting out the 
number and type of books we are sending. 
The Warden signs off, then we send in the 
boxes. Incidentally, religious services at 
this prison include Hebrew Israelite Stud-
ies, Islamic Jumah Prayers, a Jehovah’s 
Witness Bible study and Jewish Sabbath 
Prayer Services. It speaks well of this 
chaplain that he averages between 200 
and 300 in his Protestant services: 
 
“Hello there. Good to hear from you 
again! . . . We’re  getting two or three hun-
dred in chapel each Sunday and could use 
a little of everything, including Spanish 
New Testaments if you have any. I’m still 
teaching classes, so we can also use more 
journals and notebook paper. . . . Attached 
is the prison’s Donation Form for you to 
fill in and email back to me. As soon as the 
Warden signs off,  I’ll return it to you . . . .” 
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“Let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works . . . encourag- 

ing one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”  Heb 10:24,25  

He shepherds between 1600 and 1800 in-
mates daily. (It’s a receiving center, so it’s a 
constantly revolving door.) I’ve never  
talked to a finer chaplain, even though he 
did make one misstatement—which I cor-
rected him on—smile. And that was . . . 
 
“The chaplain is the only resource and pro-
gramming that speaks directly to the heart of 
prisoners.”  I told him we claimed a share in 
speaking to their hearts, too. He chuckled 
and went right on—bless him—saying, “We 
tap into their heart because the overflow 
from the heart results in changed behavior.” 
And, “I rejoice in the Lord’s care. The world 
prizes accomplishments, but the Lord prizes 
the heart. What a blessing to rejoice in the 
doors the Lord opens for  worshipping.” And, 
“God waited a long time to call me. But when 
He did I was ready to answer. I was done 
with temporal chasing! And what a blessing 
to rejoice at the doors the Lord opened when 
I began to worship him.” He said a lot more, 
but closed with this: “You wonder how long 
until He comes back. But until He does, I will 
raise my hand and help stop the evil.” 
 
He talked on for fifteen minutes, but he 
never said anything more poignant than 
that when God called him, “I was done with 
temporal chasing.” The things of the world 
no longer beckoned him. Jesus was calling, 
and he answered! 
 
THE POWERFUL WORDS that follow are 
not primarily my own. They are para-
phrased from an old book that is part of the 
great Pastor Charles Spurgeon’s library of 
sermons. But they are appropriate for every 
hour of human history and every aspect of 
the Godly warfare against the evils of this 
world:   

CHAPLAINS’ 
CORNER 
 






