
IT’S NOVEMBER—a month 
of remembrance for the Neills! 
The month in which Gene 
came to that “great cloud of 
witnesses on Mount Zion, the 
city of the living God, the heav-
enly Jerusalem, and innumera-
ble angels in festal gathering, 
and to the assembly of the first-
born who are enrolled in heav-
en, and to a judge who is God of 
all. . . .”  (Hebrews 12:22-24) 

How do we imagine such a 
sight?! Surely it is beyond our 
comprehension at this moment 
in time. But it is comforting to 
me to know that Gene has stood 
there—stands there even to-
day—and I will be with him 
soon, God willing. 

IN THE MEANTIME, with the 
help of our sons, I am “about 
our Father’s business.” 

* * * * * 
You don’t have to do great 
things to make a big impres-
sion on our Father. Remember-- 

“Jesus sat down opposite the 
treasury, and watched the multi-
tude putting money into the 
treasury. Many rich people put 
in large sums.  And a poor wid-
ow came, and put in two copper 
coins, which make a penny.” 
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Ignored by the rich as they 
put in their large sums, she 
slipped quietly in and 
dropped two of the  least val-
uable coins of that  time into 
the money box. 

With no one to notice but the 
King of kings— 

“And Jesus called his disci-
ples to him, and said to them,  

“Truly, I say to you, this poor 
widow has put in more than 
all those who are contributing 
to the treasury.  For they all 
contributed out of their abun-
dance; but she out of her pov-
erty has put in everything she 
had, her whole living.” (Mark 
12:41-44) 

She gave not from what she 
had; she gave everything she 
had.  What a difference! 

How would you like to be 
among the few—the very, 
very few—who do such great 
things with what little you 
have that He notices and calls 
others to Him to tell them 
about you! Even though I am 
not worthy, I rejoice at 
knowing I may one day meet 
those who are.  >> 

ACTUALLY, He is tak-
ing notice of everything 
we do and say. And 
Revelation says “the 
one who conquers” will 
have his or her name 
written in “the book of 
life of the lamb” (Rev. 
3:5, 13:8). Imagine! 
There’s a record being 
kept in a great Book 
somewhere of all we 
have said and done in 
our lives! And it will be 
made known on that 
great day when we 
stand before “the 
Judge who is God of us 
all” . . . . 
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 To seek God with all our heart, as His Word tells us to do, does not mean our journey 
with Him is like that of the vast biblical Nile. (Our journey is far greater!) By the way, 
more than one place (Lake Victoria for example) claims to be the initial source of the 

Nile.  Decades ago, Gene and I stood beside a sign in Uganda (East Africa) that indicated 
the little trickle at our feet was the beginning of the great river. If we were able to follow 
the trickle, we were told, it would become a brook, and the brook a roaring stream, the 
stream a torrent and the torrent the mighty Nile, which flows through eleven countries, 
eventually emptying into the Mediterranean, which flows through the Strait of Gibraltar out 

into the Atlantic Ocean—of which only 5% has been explored! Yet far greater is the journey 
of many who write to us and are taking their first baby steps into the fathomless depths of 
the River of Life. (Just imagine how far and wide that flows—endless upon endless)!— 

“I’m currently incarcerated and was wondering if y’all can please send me a study bible and 
maybe a bible study. Please. . . .” 

“I will have faith that God will tell you the study material I need. . . . I’m currently reading a 

book on I and II Samuel [which we sent him]. But I’m looking for the next good read.” 

And the ripples just keep on going . . . . 

“I found out about your ministry from a fellow 
inmate here. I’d like to obtain a copy of the 3-in
-1 Bible Guide: Dictionary, Concordance and 
Atlas. Please. Thank you  for your ministry!”  

We’ve been sending books to this women’s 
correctional center for as long as I can re-
member. Only the names of those who write 
to us keep changing: 

“Hello! I am currently serving time . . . . I just 
received two books from you, I’m Gonna Bury 
You and Power in Praise. I want to thank you 
very much. Unfortunately, I am indigent. I 
would also be grateful for any other books you 
have available  - not to be greedy! I will defi-
nitely pass them along to other inmates. Thank 
you very much!  God bless!” 

Some 2,345 miles separate the woman who 
wrote that last letter from the one who wrote 
this next one. Distance doesn’t hinder God’s                         
Word getting out: 

“I came across one of your books that said a 
prisoner could write for literature and bibles. 

I’d like any readings you could send me 
and also my two fellow inmates. You may 
have to mail c/o the chaplain. I appreci-
ate all you can send to help my time go by 
and to get closer to Jesus. I love Jesus. 
Thanks so much. If possible, please send 
3 different packages to these 3 inmates.” 

We couldn’t turn this man’s requests 
down! Books and bibles are on their 
way to him and to his children: 

“. . . A buddy of mine let me look through 
his “No Stress Bible Guide,” and your 
address was inside. I would like to re-
quest this book. Because of the way it is 
worded and because of art work and pic-
tures, I could see my children, a boy and 
young lady, picking up the books and 
reading them. They don’t go to church 
but I am trying to show them who God is 
and have them learn about the Bible. So 
if possible, can you send them these 
books please. I would really appreciate it 
a lot. . . . Thank you for all of your help 
and for making a difference in this 
world. May God always bless you and 
continue to bless your ministry. . . .” 



 

Genesis says, in so many words, there was 
no light in the beginning of our world. 
Darkness and chaos ruled the fathomless 
depths, and Earth was without form and 
void.  Spiritually speaking, those words 
similarly describe the emptiness in some-
one before the Light that is Christ comes 
into his or her life: 

“I am currently an inmate and I am writ-
ing in hope of receiving a large print bible 
that is easy to understand and any other 
reading materials that will help me become 
closer to God. I have been sharing a few 
books that have been mailed from  you all. 
It’s great knowing there are people sill 
caring about and showing and telling 
about God’s Word, and I really appreciate 
you all for showing me that. . . . I know in 
my heart God will bless you for the great 
work you are doing. Thank you and God 
bless!!!” 

Neither sun nor moon were created  until 
Gen. 1:14. Yet God’s first words eleven 
verses earlier (Gen. 1:3) were “Let there 
be light.”  How could this be? Is the 
“secret” shared with us twice in John 1:1-
4: “In the beginning was the Word . . . All 
things were made through him . . . In him 
was life, and the life was the light of men.”  

“My name is Daniel. Someone gave me 
one of your bookmarks. I read the bible 
every day at home but they won’t let me 
have my own in here. I am sorry I can’t 
spell very well, and I can’t get a pair of 
glasses to read small print. Your bookmark 
said you could send me a bible and some 
God books. My family does not have a lot 
of  money and I am looking at 8-10 years 
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“Lo! I tell you a mystery.  We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a 
moment,  in the twinkling of an eye,  at the last trumpet. . . .   Then shall come to 
pass the saying: ‘Death is swallowed up in victory.’”  I Cor. 15:51-55  Maranatha! 

for DUI’s. . . . I feel God told me to write you 
and ask. . . . Thank you for spreading the 
word of Jesus our God. I hope you can read 
this. . . .” 

This inmate’s name is Spanish, so he may be 
making an effort to improve his English. We 
were happy to send him what he requested: 

“I am writing to ask if you can please send 
me 2 Bibles. One in Inglish and one in Span-
ish. The version I hope you can send if possi-
ble is NIV. And if God allows please I will like 
to be sent a book called Spiritual Warfare. 
Thank you for your time and help and above 
all for your blessing. God give you  peace…” 

We’ve yet to begin to reach all of the deten-
tion facilities in America. But we’re trying! 
Today there are 1,566 state prisons, 100 
Federal facilities, 3,116 jails, 1,323 juvenile 
facilities, 142 immigration facilities—and 
some two million prisoners. Here’s another: 

“Hello, I am requesting literature . . . Thank 
you for helping me desire more of the Lord 
and be a better person.” 

ONCE THE LIGHT CAME into the 
world and illuminated the hearts of men. 
But before Jesus left He warned His disci-
ples twice the light would be withdraw-
ing—and the awful results of its absence:  

“As long as it is day, we must do the works 
of him who sent me. Night is coming when 
no one can work.”  John 9:4 
“You are going to have the light just a little 
while longer. Walk while you have the 
light, before darkness overtakes you.”  
John 12:35-37 



 

This is the nicest letter!   But the praise 
she is heaping on me belongs on you ~ you 
are the “village” she’s talking about!!!— 

“Hi, Dorothy, I pray this email finds you 
well! I wanted to thank you from the bot-
tom of my heart for the generous boxes of 
books and Bibles. The incarcerated women 
are very grateful and have been enjoying 
them. It takes a village to serve those in 
prison and I thank you for being a part of 
ours. In Deep Gratitude and God Bless. . .” 

Prisons today are microcosms—what my 
dictionary describes (roughly) as a place  
which encapsulates, in miniature, the fea-
tures of something much larger. i.e. Pris-
ons are small cities. This northwestern 
prison has over thirty programs grouped 
under “religious,” many of which are  or-
ganized and run by the inmates. Fortu-
nately, they also have a good man of God 
to care for their souls. Here is a small por-
tion of his response to your donation of 
some forty books and bibles: 

“The concordance you sent was put to use 
immediately. It’s been really useful in the 
study of the scriptures. . . . All the books are 
helping them understand how much God 
loves them. They particularly appreciated 
the large print bibles and the reading books 
by Graham, Lucado, Warren, Swindoll and 
all the rest that help them understand re-
demption and salvation.... 

(Note: He asked for additional books, and 
I’m getting them ready to ship. 

This was a “first” . . . After talking with this 
relatively new chaplain for a short time he 
not only happily accepted our offering, but 
then surprised me by asking— 

“We are always in need of books and bibles. 
It is making a difference in the lives of some 
of our inmates. . . . Are you calling from this 
area? We would also like to invite you to 
come and visit us. . . .” 

Once in a while I run across a living saint. I 
just talked with one such chaplain. There is 
nothing a chaplain can do that he’s not al-
ready doing. What was originally designed 
to be a short term evaluation center for 174  
is now running as high as 250 per cent over 
capacity. When I told him what our minis-
try does, he spent several minutes explain-
ing why, as he put it—- 

“I would love to have anything you have to 
offer . . . I’ll make sure it’s available to those 
who are new [in the reception/evaluation 
center], and to those who are in our geriatric 
facility or who are less mobile. We also have 
a general population section and a maximum 
security section. Depending on what you 
send, I’ll also put some of it in our Chapel 
for the inmates allowed there. . . .”  

The two chaplains in this receiving and as-
sessment center asked me to contact them 
on a regular basis. New inmates are quickly 
assessed to determine their security level, 
medical needs, etc. that determine where 
they’ll be sent to serve their time. Bibles 
they receive at R&A centers can be taken 
with them. So bibles “disappear” quickly…. 

“Hello, Thank you for reaching out and 
thinking of us. We'd definitely appreciate 
more bibles. Thank you so much!”  

CHAPLAINS’ 
CORNER 

“ONLY THOSE who are willing to risk going too far can find out how far one can 
possibly go.” (T. S. Eliot) With our hand in the hand of the Man who walked the wa-
ters on the Sea of Galilee, the reward is worth the “risk!”   Ask Peter—Matt. 14:22-32 








